












Sawtooth Zone 

• Ground zero for Idaho wolf reintroduction 
• Elk population about 2,000 in 1950’s 
• Elk pop. peaked early 1990’s at about 7,200 
• High road densities in part of zone 
• Sheep grazing habitat impacts (MF Payette R) 
• Supplemental feeding for elk (2 out of 5 years) 
• Black bear, wolf and lion predation 

documented 
 







Island Park Zone 

• Elk population hard to monitor (migratory into 
MT and Yellowstone) 

• Pop peaked in 1999-2000 
• 1970’s >50% pine beetle infestation and loss 
• Increased timber harvest and roads improved 

access and reduced habitat value 
• Large domestic elk ranching operations in last ten 

years impacting elk winter range 
• Predation not a major threat in PR report 

 




